Lesson 62 Sad Life
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It was getting dark by then. Sandun was feeling very tired. He had walked a long way
from his village to the town

90 ©d7Fed 6’1o 82 DB 6. 286253 6dTed BBo 6DE Ds(E)R. & 1) IS
& 633 60 60N ed JeEB J ¢ 073 .

&f 9580 #eS 160953 BQ&. 28653 9O 6RI6HT 6DGHE 1%, DK VKNGS
®6® 80 HHAEE 2231 66T 6% de B

He thought of his family. His mother must be worried about him by now. He hadn't told
her where he was going .
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He thought of his little brothers. They must be hungry and crying. He knew that there
was nothing at home to cook .
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He felt very sad . He felt like crying . Sandun’s father was very ill . He was bed ridden
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After his father fell ill, their life became very difficult
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His mother cannot go to work because of his little brothers. And she needed to be at
home to attend to his father too.
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Their life was full of hardships.His uncles and aunts helped a bit but they couldn't do it
everyday.
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So he wanted to find some work to earn some money .That’s why he left home without
telling his mother and walked to the small town.
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He went from place to place looking for some work but nobody gave him work. They did
not want to employ a child. It was illegal.
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Now he felt tired. He felt very hungry and thirsty too. He began to think it was foolish to
come here.
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It was getting dark and people were rushing home. Nobody cared about him . He was
walking weakly
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Nobody asked why he was there or what he was doing . He wanted to cry. And he
wanted to go back home
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He started walking back to his village . Now it was almost dark .He needed to hurry .His
mother must be very worried.She must be looking for him everywhere.
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He wanted to be with his family as soon as possible . He knew they had nothing to eat
at home but being with them was a comfort
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He passed the town area. Now the road was almost empty. Nobody was there to be
seen . A drizzle started
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He wanted to run, but his body was weak. Just then he saw someone walking toward
him. It looked like an old man
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At first he could not see him properly from a distance . When he got closer he
could see him clearly . He looked like a kind old gentleman
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“‘Grandpa “, Sandun called out. The old gentleman looked at him curiously
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“Yes, little one, what are you doing here on the road ? Where are you going ? “He
asked
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“‘Grandpa , | came here to find a job “ Sandun said
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“ A'job !“ The old gentleman asked in a surprised tone
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“Yes, grandpa, We have nothing to eat at home “
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“Where are you from ? “
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“‘Medagama ? That'’s a bit far from here . How can you walk back home now ?.
What does your father do? “
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“He has fallen ill. He is in bed. It is difficult for my mother to feed us “ Sandun said in a
shaky voice
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‘How many kids are there in your family ?”
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“There are 4 of us. | have 3 little brothers. The youngest is an infant”
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“Oh, | see, Who will give you a job ,child ? Nobody will . You are a kid, You are too
young to work . Anyway, let’'s go to my house, it's nearby. Have you eaten anything ? “
the old gentleman asked kindly
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“No, grandpa, | haven’t . | am very hungry” his voice cracked
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“‘Don’t worry , We will give you something to eat . Only my wife and | are living here .
You can stay with us tonight and go back home tomorrow. “
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“No, grandpa, | want to go home tonight . My mother must be worried. | came without
telling her”
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“Oh, Gosh !, How can you go home now ? There are no buses running at this time .
How can you walk so far ? You have to pass isolated areas and even cemeteries. It ‘s
not safe to walk at this time .”
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Sandun didn’t know what to do. He wanted to get away from this unfamiliar area and be
with his beloved family. But there was no way he could get back now. He was almost
crying
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They reached the old man’s house . His wife was surprised to see a child with him . She
was a very kind woman too. She felt very sympathetic after hearing Sandun’s story. She
hurriedly prepared some food for him
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“‘Please eat something and fill up your tummy , little one . You seem to be very hungry
“ she said, giving him a plate of rice and curry
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Sandun was very happy to get something to eat. He quickly gulped down a few morsels,
but then he suddenly began to think.
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He knew his mother had nothing to cook at home. Could she find something to cook
? Did someone give her something ?

B 8D Fed @2(8) 918 :Bo § WS D 66039, 298 8 HRIL) OB § 22 ?
£8) 239055 3D (&) 23950 ?



R e 33 VGG @D 6MES GRBO 65BYLH DO EBBIB) .&Bd
DB BE 6@1258) )8 EeNIBINBIB) EEBIB ? AL 98 2150 @157 9B
aBIBe ?

Were his little brothers going hungry tonight ? Were they crying out of hunger ? A lot of
thoughts were coming to his mind .Tears welled up in his eyes and rolled down his
cheeks .
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“What are you thinking of , little one ? “ The old gentleman asked
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“ My mother has nothing to cook grandpa , My little brothers must be crying now “
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“Oh , Don’t think about it. | am sure your mother found something to cook .
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“There’s no one to give her food or money grandpa “
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“‘Don’t worry about them now. Tomorrow morning | will give you some goods
and money too. You can give it to your mother “ The old gentleman said kindly
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He hadn't told her where he was going .
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He felt like crying
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He was bed ridden
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Their life was full of hardships
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He was walking weakly
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It looked like an old man
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At first he could not see him properly from a distance
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The old gentleman looked at him curiously
& AR 64530FO53 Bz38) 41O B BgBesedE
D532 @NBIBICI V) Eenr BANBEHR B3 MR

That’s a bit far from here
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How can you walk back home now ?
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Sandun didn’t know what to do
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G231 633t 6257 60 o 28 &) 9O
@53 B3O D85z BPe s’ menr RO Iz E53H

She hurriedly prepared some food for him
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You seem to be very hungry
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He quickly gulped down a few morsels
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Tears welled up in his eyes and rolled down his cheeks .
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