Lesson 61 Hostel Life
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"So, where are you coming from?" Saman asked.
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"From Medawald" | replied
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"That’s a long way from here. Do you travel from there daily?"
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"No, I'm staying with my aunt in Horawala."
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"Horawala is also quite far from here. Buses are rare on that route and not even
punctual."
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"Yes, I've heard the buses aren’t regular and are often late, but today | could catch a bus
on time."
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"Why don’t you stay at the school hostel? | am staying there . It's not a bad place at all”
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“We can do a lot of things together , study, play sports, and have adventures in the
evening" He said with a grin . That quiet smile said that he had grown to love a place
that he once feared.
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"Okay, I'll(l will) ask my aunt and my parents. Who should | speak to at school if | want to
stay at the hostel?"
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"First, tell our class teacher. She'll arrange the rest."
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"Alright. By the way, where are you from9"
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"'m from Udawela. | can travel from home daily, but it takes about an hour and a half,
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“So my father decided that | should stay at the hostel. At first, | didn’t like the idea, but

now [I'm happy about it
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After a week, | got permission from my parents to stay in the school hostel. My aunt
wasn’t happy about it at all, but | convinced my parents that it would be better for my
studies,and they agreed
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There were about 25 boys in the hostel. It was clean and tidy. We had a warden

and two or three assistants.
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The boys lived in a large hall with beds lined up on both sides. Behind the main hall,
there was a large backyard
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At the end of the backyard were the kitchen, storeroom, and a few rooms for the
teachers and assistants
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Behind those was the girls’ hostel. It was also a large hall of the same size.
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The distance between the two halls was about 100 meters. We were never allowed

to go near the girls’ hostel.
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In the evening, the boys usually played cricket on the school grounds. The girls weren’t
allowed to go that far from their hostel. They played in a yard ,about 40 meters away
from the boys hostel
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It was a small patch about 50 meters long and 15 meters wide. During school hours,

students of the primary section used it as a playground. In the evening, it was used by
the hostel girls.
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Occasionally, we joined them for a game of volleyball or badminton. That was

the only time we spoke a few words to them.
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Any other time when we met face to face, whether during school or after, we behaved
like strangers. We never looked at each other’s faces.

OB gc(t) 088 608 & 6®I 613t 9 6dits, 60c(b) BHdS Sd & HIO(®) B DesDd
@BD eV B 62O(W) @B grd B8 ge(V)ed ecieses

e ©med Qumen ®@ 8 X BBE OSDOD, NEBE DIRG DE M5 o , &8 GBS
60 ®rBlren@.a48 BB Benw DBen™I6E KL 6MRDged (stranger - D) )

Among the hostel girls, there was one from our class. We spoke a few words with her
only when we joined their games. Our words were brief, shy, and half-swallowed,

but they brought a quiet joy
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In the class, we never talked. We acted like we didn’t know each other
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Most of the hostel girls were good-looking with golden yellow skin. We often wondered
what made their skin so beautiful. After months, one guy discovered the reason: pumpkin!
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We often had pumpkin in our meals because it was a cheap vegetable . Then came the
question: why don’t the boys get such beautiful skin from eating pumpkins® Nobody had
an answer for that. It became a joke among us, but it always kept us wondering
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The wardens of both the boys' and girls’ hostels were young and friendly. An assistant
once told us that the previous wardens were very strict and never allowed the girls and
boys to play together or talk to each other. But in our time, we had just enough freedom
to make friendly contact without crossing those invisible lines.
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Playtime was our favorite in our hostel life . We played cricket on the school grounds. A
few students who lived nearby also joined us



Bed OB8 6383 i) e3ODd 9% gd1) eeDd @BAJ . & Sedd Bwd ¥ ¢ Snd
BES0E & B8 S90S508 & BOD Bu(®B Bdees] 6eHBSE el

66CR® MEB 6SMNBW@IO BDed e’ Hum® En Bn . a8
2650Q0 BHrommed O 66530 6l gwe s®HE 80X §) 8aS 58 ecenme
g 60® O ®

Saman was the star cricketer. Just as he excelled in his studies, he excelled in sports too.
He batted beautifully, hitting huge sixes, lovely drives, and pulls.
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When he played a fantastic shot he boasted that he played that shot just like Vivian
Richards, Javed Miandad, David Gower, or Roshan Mahanama. We didn’t know for sure
and we just agreed by nodding our heads. We’d never seen most of those players in
action - only pictures in newspapers and magazines
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He bought a sports magazine every week, so he knew all about these players. He even
knew their hometowns, birthdays, and spouses’ names.
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He spent 10 rupees on that magazine every week . We always eagerly waited until the day
he brought it to school to read it.
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At that time, most of our parents gave us only 5 rupees a day to buy snacks during the
interval . Buying a sports magazine for 10 rupees was a dream for us. So Saman became
our unofficial sports news reporter
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Beautiful female tennis players like Steffi Graf or Monica Seles, the brutal boxing heroics
of Mike Tyson, or the incredible athletic achievements of Carl Lewis often became the
center of our discussions. At other times, we talked about international events — the
terrifying air attacks by American planes during the Gulf War, the latest launch of the
Space Shuttle Discovery, or the upcoming Olympic Games.
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Out of all of us, Saman had a wealth of knowledge. He explained, elaborated, and
analyzed everything almost like a sage. Sometimes, before we returned to the hostel, we
gathered whatever small change we had with us. Saman always contributed the largest
amount.
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Language Focus
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So, buying a sports magazine for 10 rupees was a dream for us.
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Buying a new house in Colombo will not be easy
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Travelling alone in that area is not advisable
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Watching tv is my favourite hobby
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Sleeping in day time is not good for health
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Cooking at home saves money.
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Driving at night can be dangerous
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He even knew their hometowns, birthdays, and spouses’ names
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She even remembered my name
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He even gave us his vehicle
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| even called him twice, but he didn’t answer.
a8 8505 6338 BB 008 , RO B AN enses(V)
B0 KO CNOVE DM D) , D Dy BEG c6s DT

| even waited 2 hours for her
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| even went to his home to meet him
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She even cooked a meal for me
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It was totally prohibited go out.
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It is totally prohibited to smoke inside the building.
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It was totally prohibited to use smartphones inside the classrooms.
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It was strictly banned to stay after 6 p.m.
93 60383 SJBOB VSV Q 360 BO(B) Bl 8.H8.
808 60 oty & BI® ctd 6@ DHBO B.

It is restricted to log onto social media through school computers.
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It was forbidden to enter the area without prior approval.
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e 6MER , 9D D ®EY 68 NWBHED DD DR GIBDOD 9NO® 6ME
BB

That’s a long way from here.
ezoes & e@jo 68 eN® Hn(B)
6®6®» 9c® ©zeHB® &0

Do you travel from there daily?

0 @ 908 ed® eem BB 2
e Exnoon de® 9cs dHdOe 2

Horawala is also quite far from here.
eNODE 965 Bdee] OB M 6P B (V).
6ODED 606® 9cs EeHS® OB



Vocabulary 61

hostel - ee30@ - 6BNIBDIBIOG

daily - e8@ - 8»eom



route - 60 - AHB®BG

regular - e6&BxEM®) - ¢RI , BB

rare - 60@G) - EERY , B0 28 , HODO® 2T
warden - e®38& - 3B SNBHED® SHEWE), SNBED 6H] DB EIVBD HNOHS®)
lined up - EBSB g3 - 656 ®THH

store - 63603 - ®RD) OB , ®REND

storeroom - 63603 &z® - ®REN DIBOO®B

patch - &8 - 88O

primary 5830% - 308 , §B®

primary section - 5300 ee8® - PNOBD Fo®GB
occasionally - Qe - 9@ SO@

act - g0 - ®8Bed®D) , §®) ®OHO)

golden - e®@3@OS - 6BOS

skin - 83 - ©®

playtime - 863088 - 6e8@® ®O® DIRG

star - €80 - ©&d

huge - 838 - d®@E

hit - 80 - ®®HHEN

lovely - @8@ - g6 , @te®

fantastic - MzOze3DD - eyt |, g6® ged

boast - e®3&33 - 56O 6EINDO) , HI6B BHHO)
magazine - @®BS - S®NO

hometown - 6®3808% - ®8 s>

spouse - 63883 - eBwds 683 ©B®DIDEG

eagerly - 80(®)R - s Dozwds

Concrete — 6B — 6@IBD

Brim — @® — ®gd0

Line — @38 — o@D , esg , VDO EEE DODEN
Idle talk — 88& ei™ — S8 o , OSSd



Conversation — @SD(V)et3es — DIV

Involving — 955603880 — 8D ...

Academic — @ — glBSSHD

Non-academic — @& B — FOBSBD 6DOD
Criticize — 83685 — Bedd®»E ®ODHN

Laugh — @03 — 8eeexd)

Ridicule — d883@Ad — ©®DOQ ®OHEN, EBENED ED DOHD)
Malice — @883 — Eed®dr

Drift — 8030 — 8 98 , 6(HE 6OHE) 6B 6ONS 6B ®EOND)
International — @x0®)®tdHS — HBOBSDO

Athletics — eeie@IDE — e )

Brutal — ®@a0@ — @aad , g@Hx8®

Heroics — 86MBu5e — 86 §w

Incredible — 98emBRE — D& ®OSH Dd , e
Achievement — 88888 — Sc@®G

Terrifying — 60dM&Bo — ®EI®D

Launch — e@3&8 — ks OO

Space — €3ee3e3 — ®5ODI®EG , 9B

Spacecraft — e36e36330 — g®5ODI® IDEG

Upcoming — 380 — 980638 &cdedn®

Wealth — 638 — d®»o6

Knowledge — e®3e@® — ctn®

Explain — dxje3ede@ds — et DO

Elaborate — ®@@eHd — B3O O®er®S 5toEd DO
Analyze — gcoEB6 — DG DODH

Gather — ®ze(®) — Dy DOHE) |, Do 6OHO)

Change — o838 — ¢ A8

Contribute — ®83gDED — 16D 6ODEN

Amount — g®8x30 — g®¥ne



Large — @8 — d®@E

Larger — @&(®) — 285 B

Largest — @&5e30 — @o® B®E

Quietly — DD©E08 — 6 &6 , SO
Barbed-wire — @8-06(®) — @9 2BDx

Fence — em&}el — OO

Boundary — 833808 — 8@

Nearby — 86(®)8B — g

Prohibit — 6gn&D — DB DOHO)

Piece — 8¢ — »d@

Peace — 865 — e0®c

Extremely — 363088 — ¢S8®BsS

Fill — 8@ — 8¢®®)

Filled with .... — B&8 88 .... — (OB ) 8 Sed»
Laughter — @30(®) — 87O

Pocket money — 6@ @8 — 69® Bxe® tcw e e
dream - §)® - 88»c¢ , B8B» BN



