Lesson 70 Just a little too late
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The message appeared on his phone just after sunset
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“You come to the festival site tonight. Let’'s meet there”
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He stared at the screen for several seconds before replying
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“What time will you be there?”
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“Okay, sure. I'll see you there. I'll call you once | arrive.”
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After sending the message, he leaned back in his chair and closed his eyes. After three
long years, he was finally going to see her again. And he had flown nearly two thousand
miles for this moment.
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The first time they met had felt strangely unforgettable from the very beginning.
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She had arrived in his city with a group of friends on a week long tour. At that time, he
had been working for a travel company, and he was the one responsible for organizing
their journey.
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On the morning they arrived, he had gone to the airport personally to welcome the group
and make sure everything was properly arranged.

RS & 6®3Fo 68 goRDD), 8 wd e®3S 9 & DesId s(B)eHB 9 OB & ®ads
aesit) 6B gdM) DBV 63 6eHS(B)B redBBE

RS 5B eczes®, WHNGO BurBOOS Brde BB 6@ HCI®D® @O s DO
2H% DO®IBOOS ®H 6:39EHJO® ROFDIQBEO 6mel BREN.

That was when he first saw her.
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Even before he approached them, she had already been looking at him. Their eyes met
for a brief second. She immediately looked away, lowering her eyes with a shy smile that
silently said more than words ever could.
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Something about that moment remained with him. Yet after they parted , there was only
silence between them. He was too proud to chase after her. And she never tried to
chase him either.
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For nearly a two and a half years, they heard nothing from each other. Then one day, a
mutual friend unexpectedly reopened the door between them.
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“She asked me to give her regards to you,” the friend said casually. “She’d like to hear
from you again.”
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That single message changed everything. Soon they were talking almost every day.
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The conversations grew longer and warmer with time. They exchanged photographs
constantly, joked endlessly, and shared the smallest details of their daily lives. She sent
him pictures of her meals, the streets she walked through, the places she visited, and
even random moments from ordinary days.
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Without realizing it, she became part of his everyday life. And his feelings for her
deepened beyond control. She knew it too.
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It was obvious in the way he spoke to her, in the attention he gave her, and in the quiet
affection hidden beneath every conversation.
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Yet he never directly confessed his love. He wanted to do it properly. He wanted to stand
before her in person and tell her everything face to face.
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After six months of this online romance , he finally decided to visit her city
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Before leaving, he hinted at the true purpose of his journey. But her reply shattered him.
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Sorry, Shane... | have to confess now . When | first started talking to you, | was already
in a relationship. At that time, things were uncertain between us. But now we’ve decided
to move forward together.

‘e300, 683... 88 8 Q DBl 8. 6D B Me3d SN(VOB IV Q @, B O3
B3eod 9 ¢ Dede88. ard ctd OBB, Hoxtd D) ges(B)DS DO eel. D »B

58 BB g 88 emiId®)B Qeme ().

‘et 638%... ®® €z D@D oD BEED B® . B YJIDE O DD D) WOB®
8508 ®EDEIOS o 6OH 6eHD DD BRBMOGD BIed. & wied &8

gl gd8E D RO BRM) . TS et 8 9t3e30®0 B SOHMB DO HewHD).”

He stared at the message for a long time. His chest tightened painfully. Still, he forced
himself to reply calmly.
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It’s okay. I'll come anyway. | want to see the festival in your city.
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But deep inside, he refused to believe her words completely. She had always been honest
with him. She was not the type of woman who played games with people’s feelings.

PR3 83 9XeBh), & BBEED 9 DABJD »(B) OV DB3BOR. 8 wrd) BIedel DS
D030 B8 88. 8 60383 63 ¢ OBS AF OX & S6dD 668 B Bsde BRSDE.

DD Des Bex @RDSO, grer DD BBRVIMerS DBt BOOD By »t®S Hedd
DD, §r 5c@DOB D) O® Do NG . T BB D ®iBB BO® 663 ®O®
OV®ERB IO 6.

Maybe she was only testing him. Maybe she was afraid. Maybe women simply said such
things when they sensed a man getting too close. That tiny hope continued burning inside
him.
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The festival grounds were overflowing with lights, music, and crowds when he arrived that
night. A message from her appeared moments later.
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I’'m watching the musical performance. I'm sitting near the back of the tent.
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His heartbeat quickened. He walked quietly behind the large tent and carefully scanned
the audience. Then he saw her.
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For a few seconds, he simply stood there staring at her. She seemed deeply absorbed in
the music, so he decided not to interrupt her. Instead, he sent her a message.
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Enjoy the show. I'll wait for you near the food corner.
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As he walked away through the crowd to the food corner, he suddenly heard someone
shouting behind him.
“Shanel Shane!’
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Even before turning around, he knew it was her. When he looked back, he saw her
hurrying toward him through the crowd. He turned back and slowly walked toward her
too.
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She smiled and said, “I saw you walking this way.” Then he gently held out his hand. She
immediately took it. The warmth of her fingers sent a strange feeling through his chest.
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Together they walked toward the food corner beneath the glowing festival lights. He
asked about her favorite food and ordered it . They sat across from each other talking
softly while music filled the night air.
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Though she was usually energetic and outspoken, tonight she spoke almost like a shy little
girl. There was tenderness in her voice, a softness he had never seen before.
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At one point, he lifted his phone and took a selfie of them together. She leaned close
beside him, almost resting against his shoulder. When he looked at the photograph
afterward, they looked like a newly married couple.
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Finally, gathering his courage, he decided to ask the question that had been haunting him.
“So... when are you getting married?”
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She lowered her eyes briefly.
“Probably within a few months,” she answered quietly. “I'll tell you everything tomorrow.
Please come to my apartment for lunch. I'll cook for you.”
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“Sure,” he replied gently. “Thank you for inviting me.”
“No mention,” she said with a faint smile.
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Later, they slowly walked toward the exit of the carnival grounds together. His heart was
filled with a feeling he could neither understand nor explain. Just before reaching the
road, she suddenly stopped.
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“Shane... can we take another photo here?”
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They stood beneath the festival lights and took several more photographs together.
But this time, the smiles on their faces looked sadder somehow.
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As he listened to her story, his heart grew painfully heavy. He could hardly believe how
much hardship she had suffered alone
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Then she spoke about the man she was going to marry. He was her boss at one of her
workplaces, a stable, dependable man who could finally offer her security and peace after
years of struggle. “She had no reason to reject him,” he realized silently.

e 8 o) gD ¢ Pz 8 0383 emBo 9 @d. & OIS ®(B) e gd O BB
®(B) VDB et , & 5600Q, DesBORVA ®zx &) B VBHB A(B) »(B) BHBHEHI

aesit) 86 epdo(®) 9n(®e B SQmd. ‘8 ued) 6®) B 9 dexsd 88, & dDeEBEd
S8B8X0B.

eXjesty & D® BB B HEG®ERM) BT WD) WEIB. Y gt O8) WO VTSOZS
DD HNHB® 86 , 60 @NHMOD gOOERGBEBS &8y grid PODBID 6® DB @)

B @5 S0DG o) 6) e5tOBB e OHetsB. ‘grrd OHND uBBeds WOXD 6BROWD
BReH 2l ” Dy D 650t® OBESG.

Whether she truly loved him or not no longer seemed to matter. For the first time, he
fully understood her decision. And he could not hate her for it.
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At last, he slowly stood up to leave. She walked with him toward the door. Then, in a
quiet voice filled with regret, she said, “I'm sorry, Shane... You came a little too late into
my life.”
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For a moment, he could not answer. Then he smiled gently.
“It’s okay, honey. | truly wish you the very best.”
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Silence filled the room. A deep, aching silence. Finally, he looked at her and asked softly,
“Can | hug you... and kiss you?”
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Her eyes glistened suddenly “Oh yes,” she whispered.
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She embraced him tightly, almost like a little girl searching for comfort. Then she kissed
him warmly on the cheek.
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He stared at the screen for several seconds before replying

8 608 a0 ¢ B8 6] 683003 st dem’ B3eo.
88xdt 80D 66350 D 530 HBsGE BOG 6cts D) BIedn.

e before Bo® DDHG DD 68 D@ H®) BB ing i3k 6HRECH® HODS . DO
98 gemtl 606es & §wid 88D 6sd Bu®

They checked the tickets before entering the cinema.
68 OB ¢ I3 Demi(B) DO & BEN.
8S B85@® @D gr® O 6630 ID 88 DS DED.

| always drink a glass of water before going to bed.
a8 B3ede o & B BF 6DFO(B) BemI(B) 6@&Bo 9 eB.
®® SO0 Be) BB 656 ORO Beted eI,

She read the instructions carefully before starting the exam.
8 608 ¢ 980D BSS ewEING Dem3(®) 3N(V)To 8 9rieszd.
&g B®®E podn BBOD 6650 ce36ct] 6mES Bnuhdn.



He locked all the doors and windows before going out.
8 et BF & 63 (V)E s Bxlet)ied Demi(B) emBo &d.
D B8O00 BB 80 BrE 6£)00Q ©® H6DA FRd crdd.

She looked both ways before crossing the road.

8 @t 63D 6O Dem] emrBo & 6OIB.
&3 0 6 b BB 6850 65630 Rr@dIG.

e Bec®O 6® NHWB®B

At that time, he had been working for a travel company
8 o8 DS BWV)Bo 63 & YOS DBSH
8 meed @y t0ddm ©8@H®0D 66306 OB B83edn

6®n gB® MMEEE DWSKD . 608 DVHE® MEG &8 9em® O D BN
)DODE . 68 F DB 480 @RY) CLIDOH DIWBEB GEDW

She has been growing flowers since her childhood
gos  gre® @A) ®I16QF 9P BF OO HendEN

We have been trying to solve this problem
g8 c¥sm O8S 96 68 ®wes DecSd®

o GOBE BrHex BB ®IEHD BHtletd 6® NS 8BS sOE® §mIDS . ¢8O
6® HDEBE 9mm PN NHWSE 6O B MG . ¥ BrHeS gD DS
68 gD DB 8O RS 80N gdem® & DHBOS BeedIS s5OB®

B

At that time, he had been working for a travel company
8 od) DS OV)Bo 6M3 & YOS BB
F @ed @5 ©od0® 8®I®BDm 68306 WOBS BIedn

a8 208 & De® cer®ndH Besnm DEE)

They had been waiting there for a few hours
el o) DS 8To eem) 63 & BB OIS
RS OB ez BBED Bedetd D@ 8O BRYSN



She had been saving that money for her wedding.
8 8 DS 6380 €20 O 6m3 (V) 6O
ee D@ el gre® BDI®KB Be®) 980 @woHdE 80 BRSM

He had been working in that company for five years.
8 98 DS OWV)Bo 9% €0 BB 6m) MBS gr(B)E.
) DO 65@1®ed B0 sHD Hedetd i) DOBS 8O BYS .

They had been talking on the phone for a long time.
68 ) DS 6o A & emMIB 6m & 6@l OBB.
RS Br 685@OD £OOMEES D) OBS B8O SR .

He had been living in Colombo for two decades before he moved abroad.
8 od) DS B0 93 e@IE® 6] 9 e Demi(V) & OB geRIB.
D Bel®mED B 650 cmD D Htletd emIc® 85 & 80 SRYLM.

They had been playing football all afternoon.
68 o) DS BS6dBo TS BS eBO(B)ys.
RS cwOR M® neSg /) DOBS 8O BRM.

She had been crying when he arrived.
8 ) S Bo 60 B goROD.
D) ocB@enm DO arr ¢S 8O SRS .

e Bec®O 68 D56 . 8 60D FONIBB 6NEF ®OBeS without realizing Bo®
6ne®0

Without realizing it, she became part of his everyday life. And his feelings for her
deepened beyond control. She knew it too.

B8O BrEB8Bo @3, 8 Dewd® N(V)D A B DOV EBD

DO 62RO, qrr DYes eecHwm BDmed 6D PO s Bx

e Without realizing 8x5es 0630 DOTROD e@rSD . 8 OB £eINOHN
Bons DY

Without realizing it, they became closer every day
5580 dreB8o 90, 68 De® wWeits(t) OB 8
6T, VYD 520 EHw® O O e Bx

Without realizing it, she had become his biggest support
5580 BB 90, 8 ®id) Db B3 Ddwe3d eeesi(B)D
6DICTRDO, v DWe® DeMED® NGB RO &8s B®

Without realizing it, they had already fallen in love
B8 deeB8o 99, 68 ®d BFedd s 95 @O
6mMETRO), RS & Do BOS eedens & SRH



Without realizing it, they came very close to a death trap
B8 deeB8o 9d, 68 6B 600 WeEdS g & 6’ Jued
6ETEO, VOB B0 CREDO 9B PBBDED BRI

Without realizing it, he was getting into a lot of trouble
B8 deeB8o 9d, 8 03 e®To 9339 & 6@ ASF VA
RROST 62c®O, Ay 6e®] DOed DD Bredds; B3

He was losing his money without realizing it
8 60383 @fo 8t B8 BEI druEBBo @d
eSO, Ay o® e 858 OIS BI®

e Bec®O 6® HWB®B

When | first started talking to you, | was already in a relationship
608 g8 0ed S(V)OB 6IIBS 9 @, B O3 BFedd 9% & deddx8S

®o QRSO A®) VDD D DOBD® B0 O®BWEWMIOD Bo 6D GWEDD DB
8B G BIed

e Already 8c®» 096X 63¢® “‘ctmdds “ Br® d» , HPS 6O» ¢S
E6E 6cem® DO gbdc eSS “ & 6D»emOS “ Bryw D

| had already finished my work when he called me.
a8 ot BSedd 88D B8 ) 60X & ewich 3.
e B0 D) DO® 6O OB & edP»EMOT Be® ) gdes O BRYSM .

She had already left the office before | arrived.
8 8 BEedd MO & B Demi(B) a8 goBes.
O® dF® 650 gt & 0% ®BEIEEns 80D 6™t R

They had already eaten dinner when we reached there.
68 ®8) BP0 BOS V(W) 6dx; & BHOE ecm).
a8 98 c» B0 8N F O 808 MO meds 6m® SREN.

He had already seen that movie before.
8 od) BSe0d 8BS ctd B demi(B).
R F D008 & Bysdn B0 b et BREM .

| had already told him the truth.
a8 ®d) BSeod 6OISH B & Dads.
®® § 60®emOD DK ©B5G BE) BYE .

She had already made a decision when | spoke to her.
8 8 BBedd B8 g DB 6O B t3eelm 9 ®»(V).
OB grd D DO® B0 g & DB SBoOHMnD 6 QS .



o 6B Bg® 5B . 68 OB MBBHOD BOHMEB WO® HWIOB H®I® WO
B8n

So he decided not to interrupt her.
et} & DB 69d Q 9x008S ®(B)
0 qred D) 6MBHBOD BoB ®EEn

6® DS OB HBE BBSEBH

| decided not to go there
a8 BB eI Q 6®3 e
PP D% 6 MO BOMG D@

She decided not to talk to him again
8 DeBed 6ad Q 6D 9 BB g
&gos D) SO® HOD ) GMBORD HOHEB DE)

They decided not to sell their house
68 BBl 6 g 6@ ecn(®) ®»Ee
08 5@ 5O 6m) IBHOOD BOMHEB D@D

We decided not to start the journey
8 BB 633 9 SNV ¢ S(B)S
&8 ®0» POB®w 6mMBOBD OB DE)

e Bc®O 60 NHWBGB

So he decided not to interrupt her. Instead, he sent her a message.
et} & DB ed Q 9x0088 ®(B). 95308, 8 350 ®(B) & cPet3s.
& Ben Ve grEd D) 6IBDRD BoOHo DE) . § 60RO Ay grEd SHIDED Grd)

e Instead Bees’ & DD Br® O . 68 DO £LHDOH DIWBGB

He didn’t argue with her. Instead, he stayed silent and walked away.
8 DS By B ®(B). 9553608, & 3608 BESO qrsld) eI ge6bd.
R e BO® e eMDEEH. § 6DHDD, By SHED 80 9OFO Beda.

She didn’t go home. Instead, she stayed at her friend’s house.
8 DB 6®) 6B, 95360, 8 360 &d ®(B) enEdS LS.
g 6med Bed ®em. & 6RO, arr »O® BRdres BDetd BIGIG.



He didn’t reply immediately. Instead, he thought for a long time.
8 88X 03B 9¥BeBOR. 9553608, & 63 6™ & 6@ OBS.
D) O® BBt 55568 arm. & 6OHRDO, Or 8x 6@ B VBe.

They didn’t take a taxi. Instead, they walked to the station.
68 BRSO 60 g D8, 9X3e3e0), 68 6DIBH Q & 3608,
RS DeDBHE @Fes Hew. § eOHRDD, DS 360800 de Br®.

She didn’t cry. Instead, she smiled through her pain.
8 DO pB. 9553608, 8 OB »a »(B) 3.
eee eeE)ed . & 60N, i DO 6Secad gods) Bena.

We didn’t give up. Instead, we tried harder.
8 B80S0 B gd. 9x3t3e0d), & QB ®MA(V).
a8 gxunded o, § 6DxDO, 48 O £BeN® WeEh).

e Bc®mO 6® NHWBG .

Even before turning around, he knew it was her.
508 Demi(B) D(B)Bo gORSE, & 88 93 i3 ®(V)
8ot 0d@OS 60, & qrn DD Y CrOOBGHH

o g8 o® 2BeE® Language focus e YR 9em» G before + ...... ing Bo®
6ne® . DO OB 63%® DFex & §md “‘@oHD® RN Bu® d®
DS even before ....ing 6@ PENS 9 ge®tl 60BN & §ud “ DOSHD
RS “ Bo» D

Even before speaking, she understood his feelings.
805 Demi(B) 8880, 8 gAV)LBYD &3 BBo@E.
D) BBHBOOS 6630, e DMe® HtBO 6c® ®HD).

Even before opening the letter, she started crying.
508 dem) BesBo & 6@IV), 8 SN(B)OB ®Bo.
B8x By BBOOS 6308 , gt GEOSD S0 ®BD)

Even before entering the room, he heard their voices.
8O Dem DFBODo & 26, & H(V)D e 6B
DBOEO gr® dBOD 66300 , DHO P HE &oegd) .

Even before checking the result, he knew he had failed.
880 Dem] 6OFo & B3O, B B8 B ®d 63IH.
5806 b8 BSHRO 6508 , DY £6dS § VO By CrOOVEDE®.

Even before stepping inside, he felt nervous.
BOS Dem) 36080 955688,  6SD H(V)OE.
geEO ) DROD 66300, DHND GBS VOB CoXLN.



Vocabulary 70

Appear — &8n((®) — 668 8I328), 8305
Sunset — e56t30 — &G Does ©Bz®

Sunrise — 83088 — BG &I



Stare — 860 — D D@ D@ B3 , V& P BIHN
Lean back — B85 R — 860 e 6DHD)

Fly — @8 — 8rmie0 6e)

Flew — g — 866 &)

Flown — de@3s — 8wmed 6 e

Strange — 36058 — 8D, FeI®IWS

Strangely — 360588 — g@mn 6@

Unforgettable — g556me®mORdE — @D 6O
Approach — g6g38 — g D98 / @® 8® , 5ed®n
Brief — &IF — 63, o388

Lower — 6@30(®) — 858 DO / s®E

Mutual — B3@HOE — gemsd®s

Unexpectedly — gs3de36s53508@ — 56858 6@t
Reopen — ¥ — atd» 8O OO

Casually — 2808 — e5c9:3@edS

Constantly — 65630308 — BOBDOEESS

Endless — ®XDt3 — 0 &

Endlessly — 888 — 80 %O

Details — 86938 — 8836

Random — &(S0B — goE)

Deepen — 868 — @8O DODEN

Beyond — ®em&8) — 90), de®)

Control — ®BePES — HEDG / NHEDG DODE)
Beyond control - @e@m&E8 656 A - SHIEDED HTHO
Obvious — @®8 w3 — escwcEB®

Obviously - ®DB@E3R - e5cwc8BOO

Affection — OB — 6t36D®ES, FEOGB



Beneath — S — IS, s5HGS

Confess — &Mt — B8@SBHO), 316e338OHB DODEN
Romance — e ®z5e5 — 6g3@0

Hint — %0 — 9®c , 9B DO

Purpose — &s(®)esed — ed@em

Shatter — 8t0(8) — DWRBOED Wred)HD) , De OB
Certain — (V)08 — 860D, BEO®

Uncertain — gX3e3(¥)08 — ¢d8&0D

Chest — ®830 — &850

Tighten — O80s — e 6N

Painfully — e830@ — e8ec®and 6@t

Force — em(®)eS — DG / d@ DO

Calmly — 288 — 556559

Completely — 283808 — ©8xbsMens’®

Sense — GRS — £T6HHO)

Tiny — 088 — 9 ®t»

Continue — DBIBE — E®OD OB BGHO)

Burn — M) — eodE 605N, B8ESetsmnd)

Festival — eme3380@ — DG

Overflow — 8®®)J6@5 — 0 B, BHO ®@HE
Performance — &(1)emi®sS3 — &es0®, DIVG DD
Heartbeat — 833 — ®ac SesBe®»B

Quicken — 0D — OBOE DOHEN

Quietly — ®9@E3@ — BHEO

Tent — 6O — NGO

Scan — B2z — sHBB® DODE), ST DODN

Audience — BB xS — egiemBS



Absorb — ez®eed(B)D — £O®SHE), FDeEIBEB WODN
Interrupt — @008 — DA @O

Instead — @3e3608 — & 6O{OD

Toward — §e®38 — ecesd

Gently — e3850@ — ®ag 6@

Warmth — e®38s — ¢#96®

Glow — Be@’ — EBees® me@i™en / BBe®md)
Softly — &3O — ®ag, 6@

Energy — (V)8 — 86

Energetic — ®x(V)ekdn — @B, &85Densd 8%
Outspoken — g§I3ee i — 68 @ DO®
Tender — 6OSE(Y) — Bag,

Tenderness — 6OS(V)DE3 — Bag DO

Soft — ee33030 — ®ag

Softness — @e3)30®ES — Bag, VO

Lift — B30 — ®ed»8) / 63

Newly — 8@ — g8

Exit — B0 — 808 / BOed)

Carnival — 893 — t5t#memEn

Heartbreak — 06@s — 85 de®

Apartment — ge)0@050 — e Toome
Nervousness — &(V)D39eS — OB, 6ILBEHDDIO
Await — 683 — D@66 RNEDS BIHE)
Final — 08»@ — ¢d&®

Judgement — &58®BO — BB®HO®, OB
Cheerful — Be(®)NE — 50s 83»

Cheerfully — Ba((®)nd — 23S



Suffer — 0(®) — g B@2)

Suffering — ©0%0 — 25 BE®

Exhaustion — d&ees’e3DsS — et ede®mes
Financial — 0o8»z8s8d — 500

Struggle — 89®a& — g0®EG / go®E DO
Imagine — @@z8s — 88% @) ®JHEN
Stable — e360@@ — EMBOOG

Dependable — BeesSORF — @ SLEG ®
Security — 88@%0 — oD

Reject — Beewdd — BDedes OO
Matter — ®z0(®) — OB / Oee®S 6ODHEN
Regret — D@D — 56d® / B3EDTEDBHD)
Silence — 68 — BHEONO

Ache — 8% — 68con®d / dec®én

Aching — 88 — eBemm®

Glisten — BRe% — 8Ret3®EN

Whisper — 8e3e3(b) — em1gd0®)

Embrace — &8RS — dige @D

Tightly — 0838 — o83

Spot — 3ee73 — ESM®e

Neither — ®&8e((®) — DO e

Forever — em3@0®(®) — e£)mBW®D, S5eHO®



