Lesson 67 The Mysterious Night
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It was getting dark, and a light drizzle had started to fall. Charith didn’t know what to do.
His car had suddenly stopped on a narrow hill path
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He was still 10 kilometers away from his destination. He estimated it would take at least
another 40 minutes to reach there on that narrow path, even if his car had been working.
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Sitting inside the car, he paused to think. If he could find a place to get his car checked,
he might still make it in time. He began to regret starting his journey so late. He should
have left earlier.
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Just then, he saw a figure walking toward him. The man looked like a Tamil estate worker.
Charith waited for him to come closer.
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The man walked slowly, holding an umbrella, his eyes fixed on the ground. Even as he
approached the car, he didn’t look up or show any interest in the strange vehicle stopped
by the road.
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As the man was passing by, Charith rolled down the window and spoke

el & @z 60363 08B0 DB, OOS 63D NS ¢ TXed) qrsid) Seesdsd

B8 s5pmd 5O OB @Ived Bedd s®ms @O D ®eEH (pass by - va®d
B®) )

"Aiye , is there a garage nearby or someone who can repair cars? My car broke down,
and I'm on my way to Wogan Estate. I'll be in big trouble if | can’t get it fixed," Charith
said.
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The man still didn’t look directly at him. Instead, he pointed behind him toward a small
house by the roadside, about 50 meters ahead.
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"Ask the man in that house, gentleman. | don’t know," he said softly, then continued
walking past the car
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Charith sighed in relief. At least there might be someone up there who could help. It was
almost dark now. He grabbed his torch, got out of the car, and walked up the small path
to the house
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The house looked old and run-down. There was no light coming from inside. The veranda
was dirty and untidy. A musty smell filled the air. He knocked on the door several times,
but there was no response.
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“Who’s in there, please?” he shouted.
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Still, there was no answer. The place looked abandoned, but Charith had a strange feeling
that someone was inside. He knocked again, this time louder
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“Hello? Anyone inside? Please open the door! I’'m in troublel”
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Suddenly, the door creaked open. A terrible smell came out with it. An old man appeared,
holding a burning torch in his hand.

BB, & 68 [ e, g 60ORVAF 3603 6B gD B 9d. g’ BSD @z
8618, eIEGBo & D(WH)So 63D g3 BeS e

®88B6EE 610 8B 8B ® 806 8x & 50m® dnRs 800 ¢6d ®®) £led 850G S

. 86D 5cOD gD g BBetswm 6658 BIedB® ( creak - DO ®RDAG / BOBO
®RDen ®ODHE) )



"Grandpa, my car broke down. It’s just down the road, about 50 meters away," Charith
explained, pointing back toward his car. "l have to drive another 10 kilometers. Can | find
someone to fix it? Please help me."
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The old man didn’t speak. He just nodded and signaled for Charith to follow him. Charith
felt a bit relieved, finally, someone was going to help.
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The old man walked slowly without saying a word. Charith followed him silently. It was
now completely dark. After about 5 minutes, Charith noticed they were no longer on a
road, they were walking through a small jungle path.
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“Grandpa, where are we going?” Charith asked, stepping carefully.
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The old man didn’t answer.
e B3 @z DO epSes(B).

OnE B5e) B88RGT 6D ®



He asked again, “Grandpa®” But there was still no reply.
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Charith looked up, and to his horror, the old man was gone.
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"Grandpa?" he called out, waving his torch in all directions. But all he could see were trees
and darkness. He had never felt so afraid in his life. He turned and ran, screaming for
help.
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"'m okay, Miss. But where am 19" Charith asked, still puzzled
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"You're at Hatton Hospital."
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"Why am | here?"
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"You were found by a villager lying beside a road," the nurse explained.
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"He brought you here with the help of a few others. He said you were found near a by-
road leading to a cemetery. He also said you’re lucky to be alive. The police came last
night and took statements from the villagers."
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Charith tried hard to remember what had happened. He remembered driving to the
remote holiday bungalow he had booked for the weekend. He remembered the car
breaking down. But after that - nothing. His memory was blank.
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"Where’s my car, Miss?" he asked.
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"They found it about 200 meters away from where you were lying," she said.
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Charith stared at the ceiling, trying to piece together the strange and terrifying events of
the night before.
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The nurse smiled again and gently patted his arm. “Don’t worry, we’ve(we have) already
contacted your family using the phone numbers saved on your mobile.
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They were very worried, but we told them you're safe now. They're on their way to see
you and should be here soon.” She paused for a moment, then added, The most
important thing is that you’re safe and recovering.”
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Language Focus 67
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He began to regret starting his journey so late
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| regret trusting him
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She regretted telling him all the secrets.
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She regrets not studying harder.
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She did not regret telling the truth.
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Charith waited for him to come closer
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She waited for the bus to arrive
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They waited for the rain to stop
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He waited for his friend to call him
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She waited for the child to fall asleep.
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The house looked old and run-down
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The road looked narrow and dangerous
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The place looked dark and empty
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The man looked calm and confident
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The old man walked slowly without saying a word
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She left the room without closing the door
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The child crossed the road without looking both ways
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All he could see were empty roads
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All they could see were tall buildings
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All he could see was darkness
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All we could see was water all around us
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All he could hear was silence
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All we could hear was the wind
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All he could hear was a distant bird call
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He remembered driving to the remote holiday bungalow he had booked for the weekend
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He picked up the bag he had left on the bus
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) D3 Do )@ B Vz® D> Y Py OBD)



Vocabulary 67

Drizzle — 883 — &8 eene BzedHnd)

Narrow — 2645 — &9

hill path — 83 &8 — g SHB®®

Destination — 6830688 — ®BOIBDG

Estimate — 9833680 — erlnedxn ®OHE) (&> — Estimated — d336BO8)
Pause — 65363 — ®OBHE) / 6D BNHBOGE BN

Regret — %6®d — &5639t60DEN



Just then — &e38 e — DDEDIO®

Figure — B®®) — ¢zsem / 5w dzes6

Approach — 638 — g®0O D) / g®) 6DHEN

Interest — @5060E0 — c®HED

Strange — 836058 — 8w / B0

Pass by — &85 @8 — 5630 ed) (S — Passed by — e0e3d ®B)

Break down — 6@z 85 — 8§ 808® 6d»O) ( Broke down - g8 )

Directly — 866308 — €3aeD®

Instead — @55e3608) — 6O(OD

Point — ee)B880 — 65BN

Roadside — 66383838 — e20B®

Gentleman — 6550808 — @HBOC)

Softly — 6e)B3OR — ®ag, 6@

Sigh — 8 — 696® e®»E®N

Relief — B3 — escnB8Ce / &twd@d

Grab — @z® — gQR®SB®) (B> — Grabbed — D)

Run down — ¢& 085 — @8 , DS

Verandah — 6®&&58)) — @tdemie3es®

Untidy — 55088 — 83 , a8860@

Musty smell — @33 36®0Q8 — 8588 ®e

Response — e0e3eensie — BOG

Abandon — RS0 — 5wcd c®H)

Abandoned — RS — gS®cd c®® EE

Creak — 8= — §& odecx / 8B 55 ©6 S @O

Torch — 6038 — s55c®



Burning torch — D)8 6038 — ctded® e5e®
Nod — @8 — 8e SN

Sighal — 8&®»@ — 9®® / &ow)d
Relieved — 3888 — 0960 &5
Horror — e0(®) — 88

Wave — 688 — Do)

Direction — et — 8®d

Darkness — Eh@d®oed — ggd

Scream — &880 — ®z @D

Spin — &8 — 9630 ®tOEDHEN

Wildly — 88388 — c®@x 6@, 8ndteds
Exhausted — ®36e33e308 — 6B §
Beat up — d3 e — 50 6

Beaten up — 0 ¢ — 390 ®z®0 ED §
Ache — 8% — 6Becon® / dDec®d)
Confused — »30xed — 0 8

Gentle — 635508 — ®ag,

Gently - 65508 - ®agd , 6638

Puzzled — 36338 — D588 / 8@ 8
Cemetery — 6300 — ge0® HIG

By road — @8 6638 — gmdc &0

Alive — B8 — &8 g8 , eén 83
Statements — 600833083 — »@I®
Remote — %e®33 — 630

Blank — Rzd® — 83 / SBOD &



Stare — 8860 — ez88 &§E) RE®

Piece together — 8¢5 Qeme (V) — DO gEe®Hd) , 603 Doy @O 6D ®SDHN
Terrify — 6ODOB — ®G ®SDHEN

Terrifying — @0B®&Bo — ®@Eod

Pat — 500 — e3cBQEOS DO ®ODEN

Gently — es530@ — ®ag 6@t

Recover — Hd(®) — 30 6d®®&N

Wrath — e®sS — e@3e3es



