Lesson 55 First Day At School
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The bell rang to signal the end of the day. | was relieved to hear it. The few hours | had

spent in this new environment felt like ages.
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Everyone stopped their work and got up to recite the verses. Then they rushed out of the
classroom in a great hurry
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This flow of students joined with another flow from upstairs, creating a mad rush
down the stairway. The stream then joined students from downstairs, resulting in a

big tussle at the entrance of the three-story building.
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Everyone was trying to exit at the same time. Hidden among this rushing crowd , | felt

like an unknown figure.
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It had only been a few hours since | entered this new environment. In short, it was my

first day at the new school.
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So far, things were alright, but | felt odd. | hadn’t made friends in my new class

yet.
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One or two boys exchanged friendly words with me during the interval, but the

others didn’t seem to care about me. | felt awkward
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| had attended my old school from from day one until year 9, when my father decided to

send me to this big school in the town
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| didn’t like the idea at all. In my old school, | was loved by everyone, teachers and

students alike
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Here, | was a timid newcomer. At my old school, | was one of the best; here, | might

not be good enough
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As | got closer to the main entrance of the building, | heard someone call, “Hey,
newcomer, stop!” The voice came from halfway up the stairway
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| instantly turned and looked up. There was a rowdy - looking guy from an upper grade
climbing down the stairs
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He was of medium height with a stout body, and he was staring directly

at me. | sensed something unpleasant was about to happen
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| wanted to avoid his attention, so | looked away and began to move again. | wasn't sure

he was talking to me anyway
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“Hey, I'm talking to you, the newcomer” he shouted again. | looked back. His fierce
look was fixed on me. Now | was sure he was shouting at me.
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“Stop, idiot I’ | froze for a moment. He climbed down the steps and approached me
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Other students had also stopped and gathered around us.Now | recognized
several faces around the scene, there were also a few of my classmates sneering at me
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“What is your name, new comer ° He asked .
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“Supun,” | said timidly.
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“Chupun? So you are Chupun. What a funny name I’ the bully said. Everyone
around us burst out laughing. | felt so ashamed
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“Which school did you come from 9” he asked again.
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“From Horawala school,” | replied, my voice shaking.
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“Horawala school? What a dirty school that is,” He said sarcastically. The children

watching around laughed out again
‘@00 SQ 2 O & MO SpAd ctd @t “ 8 668 HEIDE. ¢ BAOS 6o
gose @D i gerS

“endBE BemIcEs 2 6®» SO temenme & ? “ Ay cOMNHBODD Hednk. gdO
BERAG 0B 80 @S Bl BgH® .

“You were schooled at Horawala 9 So you're a thief.” Laughs rose again from all around
You don’t fit in here, new comer. Why did you come here at all?”
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There were giggles around. | didn’t answer him. Instead, | looked at him timidly.
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| didn’t have the courage to speak. | felt so helpless
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“Speak up, man I’ He thundered. “Why did you come here?”
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By now, | was shaking. | felt like crying. Some girls passing by looked at me

sympathetically
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“Can’t you open your mouth 2” The bully got angrier
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| didn’t know what to say. | kept looking down, feeling utterly helpless
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“Speak up, man “. He thundered again . | kept silent
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“Do you know who | am 9” he asked
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| shook my head saying “ no
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‘I am Mr. Dalugoda . Everybody calls me the boss here. This is my squad “ He said
pointing to the boys around him
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‘I order that you stop attending this school from tomorrow . Don’t let me catch
you around here again. Did you hear me ¢’
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“Aiye I someone called. | looked up at the staircase. A pleasant, decent-looking

boy was climbing down the stairs with an attendance register in his hand
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| recognized him as my class monitor, though | still didn’t know his name
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“Please, He is a friend of mine. Please don’t trouble him,” He pleaded with the bully
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“Is that so, Malli 2 Is he a friend of yours ? Then, No problem. | will let him go,

but | just gave him an order. He must obey it , okay?”
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“ No problem Aiye , | will ensure that “ He said with a grin on his face
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The bully let go of me and walked away with his squad . Everyone else left the scene
in a second. | was greatly relieved.
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| was relieved to hear it
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He was sorry to hear the news
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But the others didn’t seem to care about me
R 8 () DDBO 88 9 ewmm(b) gD B
DD GBS 4B & OHME OBD POD 6NN

e seem Bc® DX 6550:® ‘Do’ 6:56HHEO “ . 48 o8 DX cHHD) . BO RS
seem O® @56 GBO YD) . seem OE D @GR seemed -BBH

He seemed to like it
8 888 g B @d
D 8O DrOBB Oer 65068

s D8 VOB ®BE
He didn’t seem to like it
8 Dx0 88 g eB® @d
D B8O DO OOD 65XN6S HTHT

o 68 VOIS VES®



She didn’t seem to understand the question
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They didn’t seem to enjoy the movie
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The bully let go of me and walked away with his squad
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The class monitor came to me, gave a friendly smile, and patted me on the back.
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He closed the door and went away
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| felt awkward
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Then they rushed out of the classroom in a great hurry
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| didn’t like the idea at all
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By now, | was shaking
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