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Same friendship, different uniforms

"Supun, can’t you stay a little longer ? Mother is going to make some tea” Sandun said.
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“The sky is getting dark. It’s going to rain,” Supun replied.
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“It won’t rain soon. She is making some sweetmeats for us too. Let’s have some tea
before you go.”
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‘Hmm... that’s a good idea. But | think | should go home before it rains. Otherwise, | will
get wet, and my mother will be angry with me. She will scold me.”
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“I'll go to the kitchen and check if she has finished.”
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Supun had come to visit Sandun during the school holidays. They used to attend the
same school, but now Sandun was studying at a different school after passing the
scholarship exam. It was a well-known school in the city.
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Supun had also passed the exam, but he was not interested in going to a big school in
the city. He liked spending time with his family,his parents and siblings. He loved his
village school
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After Sandun moved to a school in the city, they rarely met each other. That's why
Supun wanted to visit his friend during the holidays. They had so much to talk about.
Supun was curious about Sandun’s new school.
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“How is your new school, Sandun?”
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‘Hmm... not bad. It's a big school.”
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“How about your new friends?”
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“They are okay, but everyone is very focused on their studies.”
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“How are the teachers?”
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“They are strict. Stricter than our village school teachers. You must do your homework
and get good marks in tests. They also have very strict rules about discipline.”
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“‘How many students are there in your class?”
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“Fifty!”
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“What?” Supun asked in surprise.
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“Yes, 25 boys and 25 girls.”
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“We had only 27 students in our class, both boys and girls.”
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“Yes, that’s because it’s a village school. But this is a popular city school with many
students. In our grade, there are five classes. Each class has 50 students, so there are
250 students in one grade.”
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Supun could not believe it. In their village school, each grade had only two classes.
There were about 60 students in total.
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“Are you friends with all the students in your class?” Supun asked curiously.
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“No, | have two or three good friends. They are also new students. Three or four others

are friendly, but | don’t know the rest very well. They are okay, but not very friendly.”
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“‘How strange!” Supun said. He couldn’t believe Sandun had only a few friends in a
class of fifty students. In their village school, everyone was friendly with each other.
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“I'm happy that | didn’t leave our village school.” Supun said
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“To be honest, | like the village school too. | like the environment, the teachers, and the
students. Everything feels familiar. But the city school is better for education. There is a
lot of competition. Everyone tries to be the best, so they study hard.”
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While they were talking, Sandun’s mother was making sweetmeats for them. By the
time she finished, the sky looked darker, and it seemed like it would rain soon.
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“Boys, please have some sweetmeats. | made them especially for you,” she said, giving
them a plateful of sweetmeats. “I will make some tea for you.”
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“Thank you , Aunty, but | have to go,” Supun said.
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“Oh, so early?”
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“It's going to rain.”
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“Ah, let me see... Yes, the clouds are gathering. It looks like it will rain soon. You should
go home now. Otherwise, you will get wet and fall sick. But you still have time for a cup
of tea.” She went into the kitchen again to make some tea.
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She came back in a minute with milk tea for the two boys. Now, it was beginning to
drizzle.
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“I think you should wait until the rain stops. Otherwise, you will get caught in the rain,”
Sandun’s mother said.
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“That’s what | just told him, Amma,” Sandun added.
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“No, Aunty. If | stay until the rain stops, it will be dark. | need to get back home before
then,” Supun replied.
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‘Do you have an umbrella?” she asked.
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“No, but don’t worry. | will hurry up.”
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“I will give you an umbrella. Otherwise, you will get wet in the rain.”
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“‘How can | return it, Aunty?”
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“‘Don’t worry about returning it soon. You can bring it back when you visit again. You still
have a few more weeks of school vacation,” she said kindly.
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Can’t you stay a little longer ?
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It won’t rain soon
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Let’s have some tea before you go
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| think | should go home before it rains. Otherwise, | will get wet

A8 BozsS 28 88 61T 66T Ve 90 6&x34. e(8)DRed 48 F 6D DD
Qo BBBIGHS Do 6¥ES $BIB DB DeBBIB) BB, BBIHO o 6HEO

They had so much to talk about
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In their village school, everyone was friendly with each other.
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I’'m happy that | didn’t leave our village school
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Everything feels familiar
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“Are you friends with all the students in your class?” Supun asked curiously.
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Everyone tries to be the best
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Boys, please have some sweetmeats. | made them especially for you
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Oh, so early?”
‘e, e23T (&)E ?”
‘27, 6®DDS 6DRIBELS ?”

It seemed like it would rain soon.
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The clouds are gathering
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| think you should wait until the rain stops. Otherwise, you will get caught in the rain
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That’s what | just told him, Amma
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If | stay until the rain stops, it will be dark
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Don’t worry about returning it soon
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Vocabulary 69
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