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Mysterious Kalugala

"Where's Nadun ?" Ashen asked in a surprised tone.
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"He didn’t come," Dinal said, quite worried. "l waited for an hour. Finally, | decided to
come without him."
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"Oh gosh ! Surely his mother didn’t permit him to come," Ashen said.
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"What can we do now ?" asked Shamal.
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"We can go without him," said Ashen.
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"What if he comes here after we have left?" asked Sumal, quite puzzled.
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"Never mind, He had enough time to come. We shouldn’t wait anymore. We have to
come back before nightfall. Come on, let's go," Ashen said .
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The four boys set off on their adventure. Ashen, Shamal, Dinal, Sumal, and Nadun were
14-year-old students in the same class at school. They had planned this adventure to
climb Kalugala mountain
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They had wanted to climb this mountain for a long time.They had heard many stories
about it. The mountain was within sight of their school, but they had to walk at least
two kilometers through the jungle to reach its foot.

6d 1) 6dIBOE) O WERO a8 9953025 6T ¢ 63T ORD. 6 %) (&)
6@ 23603828 #DHD 90 . ¢ Y5505} 60 BB 238D DT @ecsI(8) e DO
e 512 O 6dIR ed Eedd § Berd 90(&)ed B3S1 e B @ J D 9des (O

2&28 1352 30 B0 6® B3 NBOD dKsd BRK .QY>S F BEAe
GI620T 21N 24231 IR . 2 BIE BIQELS 338830 636/ B &85, 55T Dl
237,830 6 IO RYHO &R HSOB B6RITOE 223 20138 @185 ©@25 BBOO
B30 (sight - %105, 63383@ ) (foot - 3¢5, 238G )

People say that an ancient king lived in a palace at the top of this mountain. He was
hiding from his enemies.
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Finally, his enemies discovered his hiding place and came to capture him. According to
the story, the king and his wives jumped off a boulder at the top of the mountain to their
deaths. That boulder is called "Kalugala."
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It is said that one can see the sea from the top of Kalugala.According to folklore, only a
few people have been able to reach the top of the mountain and return unharmed
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It is believed that nobody can go higher than a certain point, known as the circular road.
This circular road is near the top.
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If anyone tries to go higher, they will always be walking along the circular road. If
anyone actually climbs beyond the circular road and reaches the top, they will not return
without injury or iliness. These stories always fascinated the boys.
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Once, they met an uncle living nearby the school . He had made the journey to Kalugala
and back. The boys asked him if it was very dangerous to climb the mountain.
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"There will be no harm if you behave well," He said. "Most of the stories about Kalugala
are false," He added. The boys had wanted to climb the mountain ever since.
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Finally, they selected a date for their adventure, the same day other students of their
grade went on a trip to Colombo.
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They started off at about 8:30 am . It had rained for the last three or four days, but that
morning the sun was shining, much to their delight.
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They had to find a way through the jungle, It was not easy, but the boys were
determined. Three out of the four were boy scouts, so they were trained to take up
challenges.
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For the first half hour, they passed through a thick jungle. The next half hour was not as
difficult; they walked through small thickets, grasslands, and sometimes farm lands.
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When they reached the foot of the mountain, it was about 9:45 am . The boys were so
excited. So they began climbing without taking a rest.
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By 11:45 am, they had reached the circular road. It was a narrow path and it encircled
the hill. It was clear that the road was man-made.
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The surroundings were beautiful. They could see far into the distance. They could
see their school and part of the town, as well as mountain ranges far away.
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From this point, it was about another 30-minute climb to the top. By now, they were tired
and a bit hungry. But they decided it was too early for lunch . They just needed a rest
and some tea before starting the final climb
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They gathered sticks to make a fire. Shamal had brought some tea, Dinal had some
sugar, and Ashen had brought some biscuits
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When they had stacked the sticks and were ready to light a fire, they realized that
Nadun was supposed to bring a box of matches. Since he hadn’t come, they could not
light a fire. Then they also realized he had undertaken to bring bread for lunch.
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| waited for an hour. Finally, | decided to come without him
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D0 @ 3 20928 Bcs(&) &rdO(E) 8 1D eEIO
248 B350 23edees D) 2160153 6@I1%)E G6OBIGES ?

We shouldn’t wait anymore
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We have to come back before nightfall.
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The mountain was within sight of their school
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He was hiding from his enemies.
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There will be no harm if you behave well
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It was not easy, but the boys were determined
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They decided it was too early for lunch
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They just needed a rest and some tea
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They gathered sticks to make a fire
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